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INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS — SANDERSON REPORTS 

213. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 

I have a supplementary question. Why, as Sanderson states in his first and second reports — 

Dr K.D. Hames: You should call him by his title, Lieutenant General Sanderson, not just Sanderson. 

Mr R.H. COOK: — does he lack support from the government in engaging with the directors general on the 
Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Mr Speaker, I have to say that I was interjecting on the member saying that he should use Lieutenant General 
Sanderson’s proper title and not just call him Sanderson. In doing so, I missed the content of the question. I ask 
him to repeat it, if that is possible. 

The SPEAKER: I will give the member the opportunity to ask the question again. 

Mr R.H. COOK: It will be a pleasure, Mr Speaker. Why does Lieutenant General Sanderson lack the support of 
the government, as he claims in the first and second reports, in engaging with the directors general on the 
Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Under the act, there is a requirement for the directors general of all senior government 
departments to meet regularly, and that is the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee. Under the former 
government, that did not occur. One of the first things we did in government was to bring together the 
coordinating group of directors general from all the senior government departments. In my view, that committee 
has been working well with Lieutenant General Sanderson —  

Mr R.H. Cook: That’s not what he says. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: — and it is not what he says. He has expressed some concerns — 

Mr R.H. Cook: He says it in both reports. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I just agreed with the member. He should stop interjecting on me when I am agreeing with 
him. I agree with the member that it is Lieutenant General Sanderson’s view that he is not getting the full 
cooperation and support from that committee that he believes is required. The committee members believe that 
they are doing that and I have encouraged them to work together. I believe that those issues are only minor and 
will be easily worked out, because I know that the directors general are very strongly committed to supporting 
the improvement of Indigenous circumstances in Western Australia. This committee should have been 
functioning under the previous Labor government in the same way that it is now functioning under our 
government. It is definitely not dysfunctional. It is working extremely well and doing a huge amount of work in 
getting better coordination of state government departments. This is the document that I tabled; it is not just a 
few comments. Are there only one or two comments in this document? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It’s a very lengthy document! 

Mr R.H. Cook: How many of the recommendations did you accept? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This is a very specific response to every recommendation. Where was the member when I 
tabled this? He said specifically in his question that I did not respond. There he goes. I think he needs to do his 
homework a little better. 
 


